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It pains me 1o inform that the last quarier of the year
2071, under review, started with a shocking news. We deeply

mourn the sad demise of our respected Life President -
(Emeritus) Major General Virendra Singh (Retd), who breathed oo B
his last on Ociober 7. We solemnly pledge to walk on the path ‘ »

shown by him.

. The Socisty successfully conducted the nation's
renowned three age-group and 48th Senior Nehru Hockey
Tournaments. The 18th edition of the Girls (u-17) tournament, the first of the series, ook
place at the Madnhya Pradesh Government's Women's Hockey Academy ground at Kampoo,
Gwalior during October 10-19. | record our grateful thanks to the Sports Depart"nent of
the M.P. Government for their active help and co-operation to make the evant a gra
success. The other three evenis including the 48™ ONGC Nehru Senior Tournameni shifted
fo the Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium in Delhi where a 34-day-long festival of higher
level hockey took piace since Ociober 22.

The Nehru Hockey Society wishes both men and women Hockey teams good luck
for the forthecoming Olympic Qualifiers tournament to be held in Delhi during February 18-
26, 2012. The Society would like both the teams gualify for the London Clympics next
year and bring back the pristine glory.

It gives me immense pleasure to announce that Shri H.S. Hanspal, former M.P. and
now a Member of the National Minority Commission and Shii Subhash Kapur, Chairman,
Steelbird Hi-Tech India Ltd. have joined the Socisty as Vice-Prasidents. | am sure, their
vast knowledge and experience will surely benefit the Society in more ways than one. |
am also glad to announce that the 18fh edition ¢f the SAIL-Nehru Champion Colleges
Hockey Tournament will take place at the Burion Fark. Jalandhar during February 1-8,2012.

| take this opporiunity to extend a haopy and prosperous New Year to all the hockey
players. sponsors, advertisers. Media and last bt not the lzast millicns of hockey admirers
of cur National game. Let us hope that the Naw Yeaar shall bring happier days for Indian

hockey.

(Arun Subhashchandra Yadav)



Respectful Homage

'AJOR GENERAL VIRENDRA SINGH
April 4, 1917-October 7, 2011)
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:Strong bond of lasting —_:.2 =232z -z z-7 -z-2pzraiion

sstween the two emirz-- =22 - 17U i - 2170z Pradesh
-Jovemmem andthe Mz~_ —--:2.2 S::=2 -7 z-7inneed
5 a friend indeed | - - : z-z- :z -z --_rnament
authorities received bless =22 2-: 2. zz-:2 -2~ 12 dynamic

resident, Shri Arun Sz zz---2-- = =-:=

This popular tourrz—z- =2z = -« =z 3 S Shrimant
Yashodha Raje Scirzz "= : 21—z 2-:-3 inister of
ihe M.P. Governmer: -~ "2 [-z:iz-tz oo s‘ﬁﬂguished
personalities of the - =-- ~::- 2. =-i"uzsiasis. This
tournament was spons Sy 2 P - Grid Corporation of

India and supported v -2 222 Department of the State
Government. The toLmmz—="" " = ed 22 teams
across the country throuz- 27 22233 28 required ‘to
enter this tournamsr:. T-=2 =32 ~- _2z3 last year's
Champions Govt. Giris ¢ Se i =-z-zoad Markanda.
Of them, 1b teama piay They were
- re five group
Loppers entered Ihe ::Lpf:r Lca\eu_ A ey met seven
seeded teams. These 12 teams were diviten 710 Tour groups
of three teams each. The four Semi-finalists amarged from
this Super Lesague. I[n the first Semi-final. the first-timer
Kiddies Cornar School. Gwalior thumped Govi. Girls High
School, Bariatu (Jharkhand) four goals to nil. Lily Chanu of
the winning team was adjudged the “Player of the Match”.
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The other Semi-fina ~zs “z_2-t zstween last year's
Champions Govt. 33 = Z7IC  Snahabad and Birsa
Munda Vidyapitha =z.--z= T-::2  Tne Sheahabad girls
defeated Crissa gir's =-1 =_ z ==z~ =772 Ehahabad School
was declared the “F 2.2 2772 "zi2

Wi an
[
e

2rner School, Gwalior,
zmzg remained locked
slutionary tie-breaker

which ended inz2 c=.
up 0-0. Interestingly. i~z =
rule was introducss ¢, 3 < -2z

Yalia in this malch,
reportedly first tms ~ -2 -2 -+ Zccording to this rule,
penalty strokes hav= 2z=- =2 2727 2y 4 penally shoot-out
between an altackirz 22 = =22 ~== Zoponent defender, not
necessarily the goa <=zc2- Trs = e Iateat experimental

rule introduced by
tournaments.

The Shahabad gr = ocal favorites Kiddies
Comer School girls 3-- SR IL shoot-out, and
annexed the coveled iro2-. 2 2rzn 1 a cash award of Rs.
96,000. The Gwalior Scroc 75 220118 runners-up trophy
and a cash award of Bs. 22 027 =2 third placed team,
Govt. Girls High School, 2=z ='eated Birsa Munda
Vidyapitha, Rourkela 4-1 zr C 2 cash award of Rs.
32,000. The GeetaBaja rrophy went to the Birsa
Munda Vidyapitha. Ths 8 Agh Memorial Best Player
‘of the Tournament Awz vith a sum of Rs 5,000 was
given to Shyama Tidgam s Corner School, Gwalior.
The Coaches of ‘rl hrs s, namely Amarjeet, Shri
I“aramll‘r Singh and Sylvar us D 1o Dung earned casn award
of Rs. 8,000, Rs 5.000 ar J Rs 3.000 respectively.

Smt Shamikshza Gupia, Mayor. Municipal Corporation
of Gwalior, who was the Chief Guest of Honour, presided
over the prize distribution eremony in the presence of a nuge
crowd of hockey enthusiasts, distinguished guests, which
included among cthars Shri Vivek Narayan Shejvalkar, formar
Mayar and Shri Anurag Bansal, President, Gwalior Trade Fair
Authority. Shri Kukoo Walia gave a vote of thanks.
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Soon after the conclusion of the Nehru Girls {u-17)
tournament at Gwalior, the other three tournaments of the
Society shifted to the Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium in
the Union Capital, where a 34-day-long (Octeber 22 - November
25) festival of high level indian hockey took place. The three
tournaments were Sub-dunior Boys (u-15). Junior Boys (u-17)
and the Senior iournament.

This tournament was inaugurated by Shri H.8. Kingra.
CMD, National Scheduled Castes Finance Corporation in the
presence of Shri R.R. Reddy, MLA of Andhra Pradesh. Twenty
four teams representing various States across the country took
part this year. They also included last year's finalists Birsa
Munda Vidyapitha, Rourkela and runners-up Govt. Model Sr.
Sec. School, Ladowali Road, Jalandhar. Cf them. 18 teams
played in the preliminary leagus. These teams were divided
into six groups of three teams =zach. The six group leaders
then qualified 1o play with six see '=d teams in Phase-/| Super
League. These 12 teams were divided into four groups. The
four group champions emerged as Semi-finalists. in the first

The Junior Boys (u-17) tcurnament closely followed the
Sub-Junior Boys (u-15) event. The Govi. Model Sr. Sec.
School, Ladowali Road, Jalandhar, annexed this trophy for
the third time. They defeated their arch-rivals Birsa Munda
Vidyapitha. Rourkela (Orissa) 5-2. Earlier they were runnars
up for two consecutive years (2003-04), Crissa boys made it
four times and two times runners-up. Notwithstanding the
big margin of victory (5-2). this year, the match was a closely
fought affair with both sides staying locked 2-2 in the first
naif. The Punjab ieam intensified ine atiack afier the lemon
break and scored three more geals as the Orissa boys
crumbled under pressure

Inzugurated by the Society's Vice-Prasident, Dr. D.R.
Saini, the 40" edition of this tournament attracted 28 teams,
including last year's finalists, winners Birsa Munda
Vidyapitha, Rourkela and runnars-up Lyallpur Khalsa Sr. Sec.
School, Jalandhar. The popularity of this tournament also
attracted a foreign team viz Bangladesh Institute of Sports.
Fifteen teams played in the preliminary Ieagun They were
divided into five groups of three teams each. The five group
champions joined 7 seeded teams in Phase-11. They wers
civided into four groups of three teams each. The four groug
oppers qualified o play ancther four seeded teams in Phase-
Il Super League from where the four Semi-finalists emerged.

Over a month-long grand exhibition of higher level
hockey competitions held by the Nehru Hockey Society
c.:_mn to an end’ on November 25 with the final ceramony of

e 48fh sdition of the Society's Senior tournament. Hockey
of the highest order was once again witnessed by an
exceptionally large spectators, including many who had made
the country proud in the past, at the Siate-of-the-art Major
Dhyan Chand National Stadium in Delhi, where the Ol &
Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) won the Senior Nehru Cup
for the first fime defeating Punjab National Bank team (PNB)
1-0. They were runners-up last year defeated by Alr India.
The GNGC avenged their 2-3 defeat at the hands of the PNB

Semi-final, Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Ladowali, Jalandhar beat
Baba Gurmukh Singh Uttam Singh Sr. Sec. School, Khadoor
Sahib, Taran Taran by three goals to two to enter the final. In
the other Semi-final, Town High School, Sundergarh (Orissa)
defeated their State-rivals Birsa Munda Vidyapitha by four goals
io one. Inthe final, the 2005 title-holder and two-iimes runners-
up Town High School overcame an early deficii to take the last
year's runners-up and 2009 champions Govt. Sr. Sec. Schooal,
Jalandhar 3-1 and won the glittering champions Trophy along
with a cash award of Rs. 96,000. The Ladowali boys earned
Hs. 64.000. In the match for the third place, last year's title-
holder and three-times champions Birsa Munda Vidyapitha
defeated Taran Taran boys by a solitary goal and got Rs. 32,000
as cash award.

The final was presided over by the Society’s Vice-
President Dr. D.R. Saini in the presence of distinguished
personalities, a number of Olympians. World Cuppers and
hundreds of hockey enthusiasts. Shri Walia gave a vote of
thanks.

In the first Semi-final Govt. Mode! Sr. Sec. School, Ladowali
(Jalandhar) thrashed Gowvt. Sr. Sec. :: 0ol. Jarkhar, Ludhiana
(:'un'ab) scoring five geals to nil. In the other Semi-final, The
Birsa Munda Vldyapltha Rou F~3H beat Sat Guru Partap
Singh Academy, Sri Bhaini Sanik, also uom Ludhiana, 4-0.
In the final, Govt. Model Sr, SHC Schoel, Ladowali (Jalan cihar)
beai Birca Munda Vicwapiﬂ"' “‘L ke wa 5-2 and rQCDlvod the

QOLJrketa team ﬂamﬂd Rs.
Guru Partap Singh Academ
Jarkhar 1-0 and received P,u. 32
first three teams viz Aviar
Sardar Baldev Singh recei
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the Bangladssh. [nstituts
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¢ Kumar Lakra and
000, Rs. 5.000 and Rs.
2 Tiopa'lon Trophy went to
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Singh of the Jalandhar 1::#1 e il :f‘w Toppo of the Rourkela
team were awarded ca >f Fs. 11,000 each for their
excellent periormance |. the gams.
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A3 =0y as 17 teams took ¢
12 teams :uok part in the initiz

- Out of them,
ock-out stage.

They vz claced in three groucs group leaders
then jc ~=2 five seeded teams ‘w z = “zrmat. They were
placed i~ 2vo groups of four teams z22- r tha quarier-final
leagus. & - India and Bharat Petrc 17 six poinis each

were or too in Pool-A. While Pcz -
ONGC 212 2NB topping the poc
[

ed earlier saw
had the last four

stage. |1 the [¥ Semi-final, PMNE Inclia 4-2 while
ONGC ir 12 2'd Semi-final ous: t Peiroleum, also
4-2. Alr [ndiz finished third beating 2h:z Petroleum 2-0 o
receive 7= Hero Honda Hardling Trazny al ngwith a cash
award 75,000 (Rs. 25,000 morz than last year). The
most sioni- cant factor happened ar was that the fourth

position tzam also earned a cash 2 vard ofRs 35,000, first
time In 12 history of this tournzmeni The recipient was
Bharat =roleum,

Snr Satinder Sharma. whe o7iciziad in the final along
with Shri Ehupinder Singh. was dsclarsd the "Best Umpire
of the Tournament”. He was the proud winner of the
prestigious Sardar Gian Singh Vemaorial Best Umpire Trophy

After going through a space of bad fimas in their recent
tours in Australia and Malaysia, Indian hockey seems to have
rapidly recovered to find once again a dignified place where it
should be in World Hockey. However, as ill luck would have
it, India missed a golden chance at the very last momant to
wiin this prestigious FIH Champions Challenge Championship,
held at" the South African City of Johannesburg. This
championship offered a place {o its winners in the next edition
of the coveted Champicns Trophy, just a step forward towards
the uliimate the Olympic Games, which for the firet time in
78 years of India’s participation, slipped away from iis fatal
grasp. Incian hockey, it may be recalled, failea to take parr
in the last Games ai Beijing in 2008.

This year the Champions Challenge had eight teams.
They were divided info two pocls of four teams each. Pool-A
comprised India. Belgium, Poland and hosis Scuth Africa.
The other pool had Argentina, Canada, Malaysia and Japan.
inciia conceded a penuitimate minute goal cn a penally-corner
to allow Belgium score a 3-2 draw in their cpaning ouling in
the Drehmmafy league. In an evenly-matched encounter, India
scored three go.:l:. in the space of just 12 minutes but their
joy soon vanished as they allowed their opzonents to draw
ievel after falling behind. India thus lost a golden chance o
start with a victory. In their nexi match agairst South Africa.
India dished out some entertaining hockey ic defeai South

Africa 7-4. Playing briskly o mat tch their robust rivals, the
indians capitalized on their scoring osportunitiss that came
their way after the hosts madse it 4-4- in the 55" ’nnuis
india struck a purple patch with thres goals in the last
minuies. In their last match of the pcol ageinst Poland, india
spanked Poland 7-0. India completsly dominated Poland in
all departments of the game. India thus finished on top of the
poal with saven poinis. BeI“!Um alsc earned squal points but
came second because of goal difference. BE]gmm cefeated
South Africa 2-1, Poland 7-3 and drew with Indig 3-3.
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alongwith 2 223~ 2 ard of Rs, 10,002 7-= - Z=n. Harbaksh
Singh Trop-, 23 ;: en to the Indiar =~ =- 2= team.
Nehru —22-2, Tournaments havs = = 'z proved to be
the premier zrz=2 g ground for asp - ‘j_ sckeay players
across the cc_~7. Toerthe past 48 yez-= 388 of players,
who particioz= - 7= Nehru tournamens = - = =xnibited their

skills have go-= -~ -2 ~=oresent the counts =0 < nighest level,

The Fresizz~1 =7 tha Society, Shri Arur 2_nzshchandra
Yadav alongw - --= Zhisf Guest, Shri N <. 2 . Secretary
General, HG@I"E. -= = presided over the o ze distribution
ceremony in =d presence of Shr -f-.':‘. Hanspal,
farmer M.P.. ar = member of the MNzonal Minority
Commission , S~ =.2-zsh Kapur, Chalrr"uf Steelbird Hi-
Tech India Lid.. S22z Vice-President, Dr. D.R. 3Saini,
ONGC'’s General .'=~z32r. Sh. Alok Misra. Dv GM Sh. VK.
Mahindru, HR Exec. : = K. Misra, PNB's Exsc. Director,
Smt. Usha Subrzr am General Managsr. Sh. S.M.
Veerappan, Dy. Givl 3~ J. Kaushik as also a number of
former Olympians, V2 - Cuppers and hockey enthusiasts.
Shri Kukoo Walia gave = 272 of thanks.

In an all-Asian guzaris--"inal, India tock on an
unprediciable Malaysia, whicr czzgpite finished last in their
pool with only one point from matches, as the new
format allowed all the eight comz J nalions a place in the
knock-out rounds. it may be r that it was Malaysia
which proved a thorn and ou ndians in the. Semi-
final of the Beijing Asian Gamss vear. V.R. Raghunath
siammed a golden goal in the last mirutz of exira fime as
India beat Malaysia 5-4 (0 advance iz i7e Semi-final. In the
other quarter-finals, Argentina bz rand 5-1, Belgium beat
Canada 4-0 and South Alrica def:

Drag-flicker Sandeep Singh cc ol two penalty-
corners as India defsated South Africa £-2 to set-up 2 title
ciash with Belgium. indiz had alsc n South Africa 7-4
in the preliminary leagus e | izaizd Argantina 3-
2 in the penalty shooi-cut fnal In the title clasn,
India sguandered = two-g znd conceded z last
minute goal to loss 3-4 to Belgiuwr iz, which won this
gvent in 2001 at Kuala Lumpur, t 2-0 and again-3-1
lead beuore late rally by Bﬂlgxun* star striker florent
van Aubel caught the Indian defen: ofi-guard for 2 moment
and scored the all-important winne the stroke of the
hocter. This helped the Belgian v o annex the
coveted title but also a maid in next vear's
Champions Trophy in Australiz. Lz bly, for Indiz it was
too near yet too far.

Incidentally, this defeat is r
or Continenizl-level events. Indiz
world-level finals, including the
Champions Trophy, and 19 at
32 finals, India have won 15 ar
inose 16 losses came against Fakistan.

Final S'Eanciing : 1. Belgium. 2. India, 3. South Africa, 4.
Argentina, 5. Malaysia, &. Poland, 7. Japan and 8. Canada
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lly India’s 18" at World
e tll now figured in 13
lympics, World Cup and
tnenial-level. Of the
d lost as many. Eleven of
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