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Happy days are here again! May be, itis toc early to celebrate! But |
as things have gona in the recent past there is at least hope that things | -
willimprovein the Indian hockey scene. i

g

o

Although the Government decision to downgrade the 'National
Game' from the 'priority’ to 'general' category had both the players
and administrators worried. Some on-and -off the field developments
in the last couple of months have surely come as a big relief, even as
the national team prepares itsell for the challenges ahead. The most
important of them being to qualify for the next year's Beijing
Olympics.

On the home front, the successful completion of the country's 'heritage’ tournament -
Beighton Cup - showed that old is geld as the game was still popular ameng the masses, even
though itis played on natural grass. The world's oldest hockey tournament, which was started
in Calcuttain 1895, isinits | | 2th year. There was a large turnout on all the days to watch the 23
teams inaction. Indian Airlines beat BSF (Jalandhar) 1-0 in the final to earn Rs. 1 iakh.

A naw-lool youthful [ndian team under new coach Joaquim Carvalho passed a litmus test
by retaining its third position in the Continent's prestigious Sultan Azlan Shah cup tournament at
tpoh (Malaysia). This was another opportunity for the much-maligned Indian hockey to come
out unscathed. The Indians had a few points to prove which they did effectively. By beating
China in the league phase, India avenged its Doha Asian Games defeat. They went on to beat
South Korea also to finish third. India's performance would surely have given the players much-

needed confidence to take on stronger opponents in the forthcoming Olympic qualifiers.

With the election of a number of indian officials in each of the 12 Committees in the Asian
Hockey Federation, the country gets a fair representation in the AHF Governing Council.
Headed once again by the Malaysian Ruler Sultan Azlan Shah as its President, the AHF is
planning to make the game more popular and spectator-friendly.

The Steel Authority of India beat SAl (Combined) 4-2 in the final of the third Junior (Under-
18) National Championships held at the Acharya Nagarjuna University campus in Guntur
(Andhra Pradesh). As many as 34 teams participated in the touirnament.

India has a busy schedule ahead this year with the BDO Champicns Challengs Cup in
Belgium (JuneZ3-luiyl), 8-Nation Under-21 Invitational tournament in Germany {August 6-
[2), 7th Men's Asia Cup in Chennai (Sept [-9) and the Singapore International Challenge Trophy
during October | 7-21.

India will have the honour of hosting both the World Cup (New Delhi - February) and the
Commenwealth Games (New Delhi - October)during 2010, which are eagerly awaited by the
lovers of the game.

Ram MNiwas Mirdha
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The l6th edition of the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup Hockey
Tournament, held at Ipoh (Malaysiz) during May 5-13 was in
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years as it is once agaln in the Lrust hands of capable and
expearienced officials elect ed to the Asizn Hockey Federation
\.—\H! ) Council atits Congress held on January 14, 2007 in the

o
Maiaysian Capital of Kuala Lumpur.

The AHF Federation will orce again be headed by the
Malaysian Ruler, Sultan Azlan Shah, who has been elected
unopposed. Tan Sri B Alagendrz has alse returned
unoppesed as its Secretary-Genzral. India seems to have
been fairly represented in the Governing Council. Among
the five elected Vice-Presidents, two are Indians viz
Mr KPS Gill (President, Indian Hockey Federation) and
Mrs Vidya Stokes (President, Indian Women's Hockey
Federation). Mrs Amrit Bose (Secretary, IWHF) and
Shri K. Jothikumaran (Secy-General IHF) are the two elected
members of the nine - member Council.

A number of Indian officials have aiso been involved to
function in various capacities in all the 12 Committees
appointed by the Federation's Council. Mr KPS Gill is the
Chairman of the Disciplinary Committee and also a member
in the Finance Committee. The other Chairpersons are
Mr S. Thyagarajan (Media & PR), Mr Hardeep Singh Dhilion

(Equipment) and Mrs Vidya Stokes (Women's Development)
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In an action-packed final played in front of a large
hockey-loving crowd, SAIL defezted SAl (Combined) 4-2
and annexad the coveted trophy. |harkhand beat

Chhattisgarh 4- | to take the third nla

SAlL scored wins over Namdhari (2-1 in the quarter-final
league) and Chattisgarh (3-1 in the Semi-final) while SAI had
beaten Orissa (1-0) and Jharkhand (5-1) on way to the final.

Lastyear's winners Karnataka had 2 poor outing losing by
a solitary goai to Patiala in their Pool-A league encounter and
failed to make it to the quarter-finals. Those who qualified for
the last eight stage were SAIL, Namdhari, Jharkhand, SSCB,
SAl (Combined), Orissa, Chattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh. In
the quarter-finals, SAIL beat Namdhari 2-0, Jharkhand beat
SSCRB 5-2. SAl (Co‘rb.nec) teat Orissa |-0 and Chattisagrh
beat Andhra Pradesh 2

The hockey remaissance in India has begun. With a
youthiul-looking team retainning its third position in the just-
concluded prestigious Sultan Azlan Shah Cup in Malaysia and
India earning the right to host the 2010 World Cup in New
Delhi in February 2010, just eight months before the mega
Commonwealth Games competitions to be kicked off in the
Union Capital, Indian hockey is surely on a revival path.

The success of the 'Promoting Indian Hockey', a project
of the International Hockey Federation (FIH) in cooperation
with the Indian Hockey Confederation (IHC), the Indian
Olympic Association (IOA), the Union Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, the Sports Authority of India (SAl) and the
Olympic Solidarity (I0C) has had a positive influence on India
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tournaments

I.#, Champions Challenge Trophy (W)

‘ Quilmes (Argentina)

January 13-21

, 2007.

2 | 6th Sulzan Azlan Shah Cup Hockey Tournament

i|=oh (Malaysia)

May 5-13, 2007,

3.%| Four - Nation Cup

Lanzhou City (China)

May 30 - June 2 2007.

4. | BDO Hockey Champions Challenge (M)

8 Nation U-21 Invitational Tournament (M

| Monchengladbach (Germany)

Antwerp -

Boom (Belgium) '

June 23 - July [, 2007,

7th Men's Asia Cup

August 6-12, 2007.
_Q

Wl N oy

Chennai (India) Sept. 1-9, 2007.
Singapore International Hockey Challenge Trephy Singapore Qct. 17-21, 2007.
Champions Trophy (M) Lahore (Pakistan) Dec. |-9, 2007.
Olympic Qualifiers Auckland (Newzealand) Feb. 2-10,2008.

(il) Santiago (aile)

(ifl) Kakamigahara (Japan)

March -9, 2008.
April 5-13, 2008.

10.| Olympic Games
I'l.] Boys U-18 Asia Cup

| Beijing (China)
Delhi

August 8-24, 2008.
Oct. |-10, 2008.

12.| World Cup

Delhi

[3.] Asian Games

4. Commonwealth Games

7@,;@ (Ehina)

Delhi

February, 2010.
August 3-24, 2010
Cct. 3-14, 2010

NB :SINo. I, 3and 8 : - Indian not participating
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