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The Senior Men's (‘“Jmpﬁtitihm has always been the major
highlight of the Jawaharlal Nehru Hockey Tournament
Society's series of annual tournaments for various
reasons. Considered the nursery of Indian hockey for
almost five che-cades now, Nehru Hockey Society has
been hunting, nurturing, inspiring and motivating talent
at all levels with great success. It will not be out of place
to mention here that dozens of players had first
participated in tournaments organised by the Nehru
Society before making it to the national or international
arena.

The 49" edition of the ONGC-Nehru Senior Men's tournament (Nov 14-25, 2012) brought curtains down to
the 43-day long grand extravaganza of thrilling and edge-of-the-seat encounters of four of the five annual
Nehru Society-conducted competitions, at the renovated Shivaji Stadium, New Delhi.

Sponsored by renowned sports promoters of the country, the Oil and Natural Gas
Corparation (ONGC), the tournament was inaugurated by  Cdr. R.K. Srivastava, Executive Director,
Hockey India.

Indian Oil beat BPCL 3-2 in the final. Indian Oil received
the prestigious Nehru Gold Cup and the Japan Trophy
along with a cash award of Rs 2,50,000. Runners-up
BPCL had to be contended with the Nehru Silver Cup and
a cash award of Rs 1,25,000. ONGC received the Hero
Honda Hardline Trophy and Rs 75,000. Indian Qil's drag-
flicker Gurjinder Singh was declared the Best Player of
the tournament and awarded Rs 11,000. Army XI
received the Lt Gen Harbaksh Singh Trophy while the
Bangladesh XI got the Foreign Team lh.l'Liv"Lpatmn
Trophy. Besides encouraging participating players an
coaches, Nehru Society has always been in the forefront
to honour on-field officials. This year's Sardar Gian
Singh Best Umpire Trophy and the cash award of Rs 10,000 that goes with it was jointly presented to
Ripudaman Sharma and M. [. Alam.

The award presentation ceremony was presided over by Padma Shri Dilip Tirkey, Member of Parliament
and triple Olympian and Arjuna Awardee, in the presence of a large number of distinguished guests,
including the Saociety's Vice-Presidents Shri Harbinder Singh, Dr D R Saini, Shri H S Hanspal, Shri
Subhash Kapur and the Chairman of the Souvenir Committee Shri Ramesh Kapur. Besides, a large
number of players who had represented the country in Olympics, World Cup and Asian Games also graced

the occasion.
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W '--{- m LU is with great pride the Nehru Hockey Tournament Society
¥ s=mSw announces that triple Olympian, Arjuna and Padma Shri Award

L L 1y recipient Dilip Tirkey has joined the Nehru Society as a Vice-
g President. Tirkey began his hockey career by representing B S
' High School, Sundergarh in the Nehru Sub-Junior tournamentin
. W 1989. Later he went on to represent the country in the 1996
g - Y Atlanta Olympics, 1997 Milton Keynes Junior
! . World Cup, 1998 Bangkok Asian Games,
» SR | 1999 Kuala Lumpur Asia Cup, 2000 Sydney

Olympics. He also led the country in the 2004
Athens Olympics. The Nehru Society had the pleasure of having Dilip Tirkey
preside over the award presentation ceremony of Senior Nehru tournament in s
2012. Shri Tirkey is the only Indian player who has played 412 International
competitions. Shri Gyan Chand National Hockey Player and Umpire has also
joined the Society as Asstt. Secretary. Heis presently working in NDMC.,

The Nehru Hockey Tournament Society honoured its Chief Editor
Shri M N Shome for his outstanding contribution as a senior
journalist for more than five decades with the Lifetime
Achievement Award. A beautiful shawl and a glittering memento
were presented to Shri Shome who has been involved with the
activities of the Nehru Society for a longtime. At present he is
serving the Society as Chief Editor.

Living up to its tradition of honouring players and coaches for
their outstanding performances and achievements in the field of
hockey, Nehru Hockey Society honoured two contemporary
hockey personalities  Shri Sardar Singh (ace midfielder and
vice-captain of the national team at the London Olympics and
recipient of Arjuna Award

in 2012) and coach

| . P

Harendra Singh (recipient '

of Dronacharya Award) -- at an impressive function, held on
October 8, 2012 at the Russian Culture Centre in the national
Capital. While Sardar Singh was presented a purse of Rs 51,000
Harendra Singh received Rs 11,000.
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Playing the first major international event
after their disastrous last-place finish in the
London Olympics, India went to the elite eight-
nation Champions Trophy with a new look
team after dropping several ageing stars. Even
though Team India could not gain its first
medal in the tournament after its bronze in
1982, the side managed to restore some pride
after the London fiasco and finished fourth.

In fact, Pakistan's last four medals in the
Champions Trophy have come at the expense
of India, who have lost bronze medal matches
to Pakistan in 2002, 2003, 2004 and now in
2012.

"Champions Trophy is the biggest tournament
after Olympics and World Cup and this success
has given us new confidence," skipper Sardar
Singh said. "It is certainly the beginning of a
new era in Indian Hockey," he added. Indian
team's was a massive success considering the
fact that the Indians came into the event as the
lowest team in the FIH World Ranking, at
No.11. The team did well to beat England (3-1)
and New Zealand (4-2) but went down 2-3 to

1 ——= m I, \

Germany, yet topped Group A with six points.
In the quarter-final, India beat Belgium 1-0
but were outplayed by Australia 3-0) in the
semifinal.

Pakistan got off to a bad start in the bronze
medal match and India scored through a
penalty corner after just seven minutes.
Pakistan were successful in levelling the scores
on the counter attack in the 21st minute when
Mohammad Rizwan (Sr.) scored from the top
of the circle to ensure both teams go into half
time with the scores level.

Shafgat Rasool gave Pakistan the lead in the
40th minute with a great assist from Abbasi
and Ateeq doubled it through a penalty corner
with just four minutes to go. Pakistan brought
on Imran Shah in place of Imran Butt when the
score was 3-1 and Shah repeated his show of
the Olympics, resulting in the final score of
3-2.

The next challenge for India would be to
defend its title in the Asian Champions Trophy,
to be held in Doha from December 20-27.

Shri  Ajay Kapoor, Managing Director Kapoor
Brothers joined the Nehru Hockey family as Member
of the Society. Shri Kapoor's vast influence in the
Delhi Social Circle will be of immense help in raising
the financial resources of the Society. Shri Kapoor's
induction as a Member of the Society will benefit the
Society in a large way to promote and serve the
cause of our National Game of Hockey.
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